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Introductory Statement and Rationale 
 

(a) Introductory Statement 
 

This plan was created by the principal and staff of Kilcroan N.S., with the assistance of the SESE 

cuiditheoir following attendance at Geography in-service training in addition to in school planning days. 

This plan was drafted after a process of consultation within the staff. 

 

(b) Rationale 
 

In keeping with the guidelines laid down by the DES (1999), we focussed on this area of planning to 

ensure that the revised curriculum for Geography was introduced in our school in a well-planned and 

organised manner. This plan will form the basis of each teacher’s long and short term planning in 

Geography and will benefit teaching and learning within our school. 

 

Geography is the study of the Earth, its inhabitants and the inter-relationships, between them in the 

context of place, space and environment. Geography focuses on three major themes place, space and 

environment, we wish to ensure that children within our school receive a broad balanced and coherent 

understanding of these themes. Geography further focuses on the inter-relationships of natural and 

human features, how human relate to the environment and geography from a local to global level. 

 

Vision and Aims 
 

(a) Vision 
 

Through our school’s Geography programme, we aim to help pupils to come to a real and meaningful 

understanding of the world and take an interest in the natural and human environments around them and 

the wider world. Environmental activities encouraged in our school will foster a positive attitude and 

sense of responsibility among our pupils for the natural environment and its relationship with the human 

environment. We hope that children will have a clear awareness and knowledge of their immediate local 

area through a study of Geography in our school. 

 

(b) Aims 
 

We endorse the aims of the SESE Geography curriculum as outlined in the Geography Curriculum 
 

• To develop the understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships. 
 

• To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on 

the Earth. 
 

• To develop empathy with people diverse environments and the understanding of human 

interdependence. 
 

• To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the 

development of graphicacy. 

• To encourage the development of the sense of place and spatial awareness. 
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• To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the 

environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of 

environmental problems. 
 

• To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts. 

 

Curriculum Planning 

 

1. Strands and Strand Units. 

 

Each teacher is familiar with the strand and strand units, content objectives for his/her relevant class 

levels. Having read the Curriculum documents and Teacher Guidelines we understand that all strands 

and all strands units must be covered each year but not all the content objectives need be addressed 

within a strand unit. 

 

The three strands of the Geography curriculum are: 
 

Human Environments, Natural Environments and Environmental Awareness and Care. 

 

 

2. Skills Development 

 

We are aware that the development of geographical skills is of equal importance to strand content in this 

curriculum. Class Teachers will ensure that throughout their teaching there is a balance between skills 

development and the acquisition of knowledge. 

 

 

The skills of Geographical Investigation include: 
 

 A sense of place and space. 
 

 Maps, globes and graphical skills. 
 

 Geographical investigation skills. 
 

These skills will be developed through the content of the strands and strand unit. 

 

Strategies for development of these skills may involve the children being actively involved in fieldwork 

and outdoor investigations. Children will be encouraged to explore their local area, which we will 

undertake as class activities. The use of maps, globes and atlases will be used in an age appropriate 

manner from infants to 6th class. Maps are available in the school from the local area, including our local 

road network to international maps. Each classroom has a globe available to them. The Geographical 

investigation skills and a sense of place and space are taught in tandem with curricular content. By 

following the content of this curriculum and by developing the geographical skills the children in our 

school are given opportunities to work as geographers at every class level. 
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Overview       Infant Classes 

Skills and concepts development 
 
A sense of place    A sense of place 

and space     A sense of space 

 

Maps, globes and    Picturing places 

graphical skills 
 
Geographical investigation skills  

• Questioning      

• Observing 

• Predicting 

• Investigating and experimenting 

• Estimating and measuring 

• Analysing 

• Recording and communicating 
The geographical skills and concepts above will be developed as work is completed on the 
strands and strand units of the curriculum outlined below. 
 
 

Strands     Strand units 
Human environments   Living in the local community 

People and places in other areas 
 

Natural environments   The local natural environment 

 Weather 
 Planet Earth in space 

 

Environmental awareness Caring for my locality 

and care 
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Overview     First and Second Classes 
 

 

 
A sense of place      A sense of place 
and space       A sense of space 
 
Maps, globes and      Using pictures, maps and globes 
graphical skills 
 
Geographical investigation    Questioning 
skills       Observing 

 Predicting 
Investigating and experimenting 
 Estimating and measuring 
Analysing 
Recording and communicating 
 

The geographical skills and concepts above will be developed as work is completed on the 
strands and strand units of the curriculum outlined below. 
 
 
Strands      Strand units 
Human environments    Living in the local community 

People and places in other areas 
 

Natural environments     The local natural environment 
Weather 
Planet Earth in space 
 

Environmental awareness    Caring for my locality 
and care 
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Overview      Third and Fourth classes 
 
Skills and concepts development 
 
A sense of place    A sense of place 
and space     A sense of space 
Maps, globes and   Using pictures, maps and globes 
graphical skills 
 
Geographical investigation   Questioning  Estimating and measuring 
skills      Observing     Analysing 

 Predicting    Recording and communicating 
Investigating and 
Experimenting 

 
The geographical skills and concepts above will be developed as work is completed on the strands and 
strand units of the curriculum outlined below. 
 
 
Strands         Strand units 
Human environments      People living and                 Explored through a selection from 
                                                 working in the local area          the sub-units 
 
      People living and working   People and communities 

     in a contrasting part of            Natural environmental features 
     Ireland                                     and people 

         Settlement: homes and other 
buildings 
People at work 
Transport and communications 

 
People and other lands   An environment in another 

      country 
An environment in a non-
European country 

 
 County, regional and national centres 
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Overview       Fifth and Sixth Classes 
 
Skills and concepts development 
 
A sense of place     A sense of place 

and space      A sense of space 

Maps, globes and     Using pictures, maps and models 

graphical skills     Maps and globes 

 
Geographical investigation   Questioning   Estimating and measuring 

skills       Observing   Analysing 
Predicting   Recording and communicating 
Investigating and   Evaluating 
experimenting 
 
 
 

The geographical skills and concepts above will be developed as work is completed on the strands and strand 
units of the curriculum outlined below. 
 

Strands     Strand units 
Human environments   People living and working   Explored through a selection  

in the local area        from the sub-units 
 
People living and working   People and communities 
in a contrasting part of   Natural environmental  
Ireland          features and people 

Settlement: homes and       
other buildings 
People at work 
Transport and communications 

People and other lands     An environment in another  
                                              European country       
 
An environment in a non-European 
country 
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County, regional and national centres 
Trade and development issues 
 
 

Natural environments   The local natural environment 

Land, rivers and seas of Ireland 
Physical features of Europe and the world 
 Rocks and soils 
 Weather, climate and atmosphere 
Planet Earth in space 
 
 

 
 
 
Environmental awareness   Environmental awareness 

and care      Caring for the environment 

 
 

 
Natural environments  The local natural environment 

  Land, rivers and seas of my county 
   Rocks and soils 
  Weather, climate and atmosphere 

       Planet Earth in space 
 
 

Environmental awareness  Environmental awareness 

and care     Caring for the environment 
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3. Children’s ideas 

 

Teachers use the children’s ideas of place and space as a starting point for all geographical activity. 
 

We find out what the children already know by 
 

➢ Talk and discussion 
 

➢ Open questioning and Problem solving 
 

➢ Active listening 
 

➢ Annotating drawings 
 

➢ Brainstorming 

 

➢ K.W.L – Know, Want to know & What they Learned in Senior classes 
 

➢ Teacher designed tasks and tests 
 

Children in our school will be encouraged to question and openly investigate using practical hands on 

activities. 

 

 

4. Approaches and Methodologies 

 

Irrespective of the approaches selected, children’s learning in geography should: 

 

• result from a process of enquiry in which children are encouraged to ask questions, to collect 

information and evidence, to search for patterns and to draw conclusions 

• engage pupils in lively, purposeful activity in the classroom and in extensive exploration of the 

local environment 

• build upon the geographical information about their immediate and other environments which 

children bring to school 

• introduce pupils to geographical concepts in a structured and systematic way and provide 

plenty of opportunities for concepts to be revisited and refined 

• arouse enthusiasm and curiosity about the environment 

• develop skills of co-operation, communication and problem-solving 

• develop an appreciation of and sense of responsibility for environments 

• encourage the development of attitudes of mutual respect and tolerance. 

 
 

 

We plan to use the key methodologies of the Primary Curriculum in the teaching of Geography. 
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▪ Photographs 
 

▪ Story 
 

▪ ICT 
 

▪ Fieldwork – (see appendix 3) – Guidelines for planning 
 

▪ Maps, Globes and Atlases 
 

▪ Use of heritage – in-school schemes, goal charity, Galway science festival. 
 

▪ Use of school garden 
 

▪ Interview - visitors 
 

▪ Survey in class 
 

 

 

 

 

Teachers follow the recommended sequence for Geography – local, regional, national, European and 

global and reflect it back to their own location. We believe the children’s awareness of their local area is 

paramount however so too, is their understanding of the wider world. 

 

 

A Spiral Approach: 

A spiral approach is taken throughout the school.  This is important in the multiclass situation.  

Teachers will ensure that the children experience continuity and progression throughout the geography 

programme. 

 

In learning about places teachers use the following: 

❖ Photographs, ICT, Maps, Globes and Atlases. 

 
 

In learning about the environment teachers use the following: 
 

❖ Fieldwork, Maps, Globes and Atlases, Photographs, guest speaker, school garden. 
 

 

 

In learning about other places teachers use the following: 
 

❖ Photographs, ICT, Story, Maps, Globes and Atlases, Artefacts. 
 

 

 

Mapping skills and mapping concepts are developed using the following techniques: 
 

Birds Eye View – Aerial Perspectives of the content of their pencil case and everyday items, plan of 

their table, plan of classroom, plan of school hall, use of compass rose, outline of the local network 

between Ballymoe, Castlerea, Williamstown, Glinsk, Glenamaddy. Use of the cardinal points from 1st 

class, internal directions around the school. 
 

Fieldwork in incorporated into our geography programme through the investigation of our local natural 

environment refer to list of trails and places we visit. See appendix 1. 
 

 
5. Linkage and Integration 
 

The geography curriculum provides opportunity to link strands within the curriculum at each class level. 
 

Linkage: When we are studying the local environment, we will study both the natural and human’s 

environment and the effect one has on the other. 
 

When we are studying Human Environments we can link some of the sub units with aspects of the Local 

Natural Environments. 
 

When we are studying distant places under the Human Environment strand from 3rd to 6th, we also learn 

the natural environments of these places. 
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The strand Environment Awareness and Care is by its nature, linked strongly with the other two strands. 
 

Geography provides natural links with other subjects areas particularly Maths, English, Art, History, 

Science, P.E. 
 

The content for SESE has been presented in the three curricular documents: History, Geography and 

Science. However, SESE is best approached in a holistic manner with younger children.  

A considerable degree of overlap exists between the strands and strand units of the content in the three 

curricula so as to facilitate an integrated topic or theme approach with junior, senior, first class in 

Aistear. 

 

 

 

 

 
Integration: We note that the S.E.S.E. subjects are naturally integrated across the curriculum. This is 

reflected in our teaching and planning. This will be particularly prominent through the use of trails and 

in all our fieldwork activities. While teachers may plan using integrated themes much of it occurs 

naturally in teaching and learning and through the observations of children in the environment. 

 

 

The school has participated in Green schools and achieved 4 flags.  In 2018/2019 we intend to begin the 

process of achieving our 5th Green flag in Bio-diversity. 

 
 

Geography and Science are linked through the Environmental Awareness and Care strand. The local 

natural environment in Geography links with habitat studies in our environment. Our S.E.S.E. trail will 

integrate all three subjects – History, Geography and Science. 

 
 

6. Multi-Grade Teaching 
 

There are three multi classes within this school, infants & 1st, 2nd 3rd & 4th, and 4th, 5th & 6th.  

We will differentiate the work for the different ages by expecting the older children to cover more 

ground in depth and content and presentation. We integrate the teaching of S.E.S.E. particularly in the 

junior classes e.g. In Aistear and staff collaborate on planning of field trips. 

 
  

7. Assessment and Record Keeping 
 

Assessment in Geography seeks to achieve a balanced picture of the children’s progress in the 

knowledge and understanding of environmental matters, acquisition of geographical knowledge and 

skills and in the development of important positive attitudes. 

 
 

Methods we will use to assess include: 
 

❖ Teacher’s observation of the children’s learning and feedback as the geography curriculum is 

implemented. 

❖ Teacher designed tasks. 
 

❖ Copybooks, worksheets & project copy. 
 

❖ Project work and classroom displays of pupil’s work. 

 

❖ Presentation of facts and projects to the whole class 

 

❖ K.W.L in senior classes 

 

 
 

8. Children with Different Needs 
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This Geography programme aims to meet the needs of all the children in the school. This will be 

achieved by teachers varying the pace, content and methodologies to insure learning for all pupils. This 

will be recorded in the teacher’s yearly notes. The requirements of children with special needs will be 

taken into account when planning class lessons and related activities. The S.N.A. support particular 

children and groups as directed by the class teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

9. Equality of Participation and Access 
 

We view the Geography programme as playing a key role in ensuring equality of opportunity for all 

children. The programme at each class level will be flexible so that the learning requirements of all 

children may be addressed. We provide an equal educational experience for both boys and girls as we 

recognise that stereotyped expectations of gender roles can inhabit children’s educational achievements. 

Children with special needs will be included in all activities. 

 

 

10. Timetable 
 

As per curriculum guidelines - S.E.S.E. Infants 2 hours 15 minutes – (45 mins – Geography) 

(Infants & first class –some of SESE is incorporated into Aistear 

time) 

 

     1st – 6th Classes 3 hours – (1hour –Geography) 

 
 

11. Resources and ICT 
 

We have completed an environmental audit of the immediate locality and have appended it to this plan. 

We have appended a list of resources, reference materials, software and ICT equipment for Geography. 

   -  (See appendix 2) 

 

 

12.  Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting 
 

Teachers will base their yearly and short-term plans on the approaches set out in the whole school plan 

in Geography. 

Many field trips have taken place since 2008, e.g. Lisnageeragh Golden mile, walk to local farm, walk 

around Ballyglass, walk through Ballymoe, trip to Turlough in Glenamaddy. 

 

13. Staff Development 
 

Teachers are made aware of and encouraged to attend local Geography courses/Relevant C.P.D course 

when the opportunity arises. Teachers have access to reference books, ICT and materials to further their 

knowledge of Geography.  

 

14. Parental Involvement 
 

Parents have an important role to play as custodians of local knowledge that can be shared with their 

children as they explore the various aspects of the local environment. Parents and grandparents can 

foster an interest in national to global geography by taking an active interest in and encouraging children 
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to become aware of current issues and affairs. Parents and grandparents are encouraged to support the 

delivery of this programme by participating in surveys and interviews where relevant. When the 

opportunity presents itself parents may be invited to accompany the school on outdoor pursuits. Parents 

with particular knowledge and resources available to them may support the school from time to time.  

 

 

15. Community Links 
 

People in the local community who have an interest and knowledge in the environment will be invited to 

speak to the children. We visit the local dairy farm, post office and we invite the local garda and other 

local people who work in the community to work with children in the classroom 

 
 

 

 

 
 

16. Success Criteria 
 

It is our aim that the whole school plan for Geography will make a difference to the teaching and 

learning of Geography in our school. We shall review this whole school plan in the future with regard to  

 

     How methodologies listed in this whole school plan are working in the classroom. 

     Children’s ideas of place and space are used as a starting point. 

     Teachers are using this plan as a basis of their yearly and classroom planning. 

     Knowledge and skills are being given equal emphasis throughout the school. 

The primary resource for Geography is the environment, starting with the local, then regional,                   

European and global. 

Are procedures outlined in this plan being consistently followed throughout the school. 

 

 

We will judge our success on the pupils progression of geographical skills in; 

 

▪ Their sense of place and space, geographical investigation skills, and mapping. 

▪ Teacher observation and feedback. 

▪ Children’s Feedback. 

▪ Through Parental Feedback. 

▪ Inspector’s suggestions / observations. 

 
 

 

 

Implementation 
 

(a) Roles and Responsibilities 
 

All class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the geography curriculum in their own 

classrooms. The environment and resources audit is reviewed as a staff activity. 

The principal will buy resources as required. 

 

(b) Timeframe 
 

We fully implemented this plan in September 2008 

We review it 2010 

Reviewed in January 2018. 

 

Ratification and Communication 
 

Ratified by the Board of Management in 2008 
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Appendix 1 
 

 

Places to visit:  

 Glenamaddy Theatre 

 Dublin  

 Aliwee Caves 

 Birds of prey 

 Galway city – aquarium 

 Ballintubber Castle 

 Lake – Turlough - Glenamaddy 

 Post Office 

 Fire Station 

 Library 

 Train Station Athlone 

 Barracks 

 Easter hunt 

 Westbake 

 Lisnageeragh Golden mile - bog road walk 

 Glinsk Castle / Cemetery 

 Kilcroan Cemetery  

 Donamon 

 Mass Rock 

 Arigna – Museum 

 Suck Valley Way - Environmental Trail 

 Kingspan 

 St. Croan’s Church 

 Fr. Flanagan memorial garden 
 

 
 

Environmental Audit 

 
People and Communities: 
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▪ Conneely Family – Farm visit 

▪ O’Donovan Family – Robotic milking, agrifoods 

 
 

Natural Environmental features 

➢ River Suck 

➢ Coniferous woods 

➢ Bog 

➢ Flood 

➢ Quarry – use of stone 

➢ School garden, flower beds, boxes, cherry tree 

➢ Bog extraction of turf 
 

 

 

 

 
Appendix 1 continued…………………………… 

 

 

Settlement 
Different types of homes →  

➢ Bungalows, 2 storey, semi-detached, detached, terrace, farm houses, flat. 
 

➢ Older areas of settlement: 

-Ballintubber Castle 

-Roscommon Castle 

-Glinsk Castle 
 

➢ Origins of settlement 

Ruin in graveyard 

Mass Rock 
 

➢ Newer areas of settlement & other types of buildings: 

 Post office, Butchers, Community Centre, Handball Alley, Bottle bank, Playground, 

Fr.Flanagan Memorial Park, Presbytery Church, Eamon Ceannt Park, Unused Garda Station and 

Barracks, Hairdressers. Old Protestant Church & Bus top. 

 

People at work: 

Workplaces children could visit to investigate 

➢ Farms 

➢ Fire Station – Roscommon 

➢ Garda Station 

➢ Westbake 

➢ Post Office 

➢ Floss Cutter made in Glenamaddy 

➢ Army Barrack 

 

Transport & Travel 

➢ Car 

➢ Train station in Castlerea, Roscommon 

➢ Bus stop 

➢ Heneghan’s Supervalu 
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Appendix 2 
 

Look at the resources we have for each of the three strands: 

 

 

Human Environments 
 

 

 

 

Natural Environments 
 

 

 

 

Environmental 

Awareness 

& Care 
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➢ Maps 

➢ Globes 

➢ Atlases 

➢ Internet 

➢ Photos 

➢ Jig-saws 

➢ Artefacts 

➢ Souvenirs 

➢ Postcards 

➢ Play mats 

➢ Selection of Textbooks 

➢ 1 class rental textbook  

and other textbooks as 

reference for teachers 

➢ I pad, laptops, computers 

➢ Example of text books: 

All around me 

Geography Quest 

Small world 

Where on Earth 

➢ Use of heritage-in-school 

schemes 

 

➢ Maps 

➢ Globes 

➢ Atlases 

➢ Thermometer 

➢ Compass 

➢ I.C.T → SESE 

interactive for Senior 

classes 

➢ Internet 

➢ Photos 

➢ Garden 

➢ Window boxes 

➢ Bird Feeder 

➢ Trundle wheel 

➢ Meter stick 

➢ Clipboards 

➢ Play mats 

➢ High Vis Jackets 

➢ Selection of  Textbooks 

➢ 1 class rental textbook  

and other textbooks as 

reference for teachers 

➢ Artefacts 

➢ Souvenirs 

➢ Postcards 

➢ IPad, laptops, computers 

➢ Example of text books: 

All around me 

Geography Quest 

Small world 

Where on Earth 

➢ Use of heritage-in-school 

schemes 

 

➢ Internet 

➢ Photos 

➢ Garden Window boxes 

➢ Bird feeder 

➢ Selection of  Textbooks 

➢ 1 class rental textbook  

and other textbooks as 

reference for teachers 

➢ Artefacts 

➢ Souvenirs 

➢ Postcards 

➢ IPad, laptops, computers 

➢ Example of text books: 

All around me 

Geography Quest 

Small world 

Where on Earth 

➢ Use of heritage-in-school 

schemes 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Appendix 3 
 

Important Consideration in the undertaking of fieldwork in the primary school: 
 

Quality:  Creative, careful planning and preparation is essential for fieldwork.  It should be a 

meaningful, purposeful and enjoyable experience. 

 

Sustainability:   Respect for the diversity of environments for our children and for the future generations. 

‘Take responsibility for our actions and their impact on the environment’ (A Code of Practice, 

Geographical associations, Sheffield 2000) 
 

Safety First: 

• Permission….principal, class teacher and parents 
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• Organisation…. Identifying an area of interest and become thoroughly familiar with the 

area.  Conduct the essential background research; decide where and when should the trail 

take place? Pre-visit the sites and plan on-site activities, seek the advice of other teachers 

and permission to go on to site e.g. graveyards, heritage sites.  Walk the trail and ask 

someone else to walk the trail for you and test it out from the point of view of road safety 

and other hazards etc. 

• Preparation….make out the trail, and check to make sure that skill development is 

evident.  Ensure that the activities are appropriate and that there is adequate supervision 

for the trail.  Prepare the pupils beforehand by ensuring that they have sufficient 

background knowledge and that they are familiar with the rules governing the trail. 

• Implementation…requirements for the trail, time of departure and time of expected 

arrival back from the trail, first aid requirements, telephone numbers, lunch 

arrangements, weather conditions/contingency plans. 

• Follow-up and Evaluation….discussing, written reports, project work, art work, computer 

work, completion of trail booklets. 
 

Remember: - 

Safety demands good practice, this involves thorough planning and preparation. 

Please read pages 78 and 79 of SESE Geography Teacher Guidelines. (Department of Education and 

Science, 1999). 
 

All fieldwork/trials should enable the child to: -  

• Recognise items and features…..which they have encountered in class work or books 

• Observe closely colours, shapes and patterns…..providing children with opportunities to draw 

and sketch or to complete an unfinished sketch 

• Listen to sounds from the natural or man-made environment  

• Investigate and carry out simple investigation, based on observations. 

• Estimate and measure a feature of the environment 

• Collect and record facts and details…..labelling, notices on buildings, road signs. 

• Classify information …..looking for particular patterns in the environment 

• Notice instances of change and continuity 

• Develop map-reading skills…..locating places or features 

• Construct simple maps of the local environment 

• Conduct traffic surveys 

• Conduct an environment audit of the area 

• Conduct a land-use survey 

• Develop co-operative and group working skills 

• Make deductions from available evidence….examining street names 

 
Please see pages 64 to 115 in SESE Geography Teacher Guidelines and pages 99 to 103 in SESE History Teacher 

Guideline (Exemplar 15 for further information, Department of Education and Science, 1999) 


